Laughlin Takes Stand 
In His Own Defense 


V. C. Lawyer Tells Jury 
Of Legal Efforts to 
Defend Bank Robber 


By NORMAN A. KAHL, 

Star Staff Correapondem. 


BALTOyroRP! .^pnt 19 . — ^Attorney 
Langh^la took the witness 
stai'lU 111 llli! ^'wii defense in Fed- 
eral Court here this afternoon in 
his trial on charges of impeding 
justice. 

There were indications that Mr. 
Laughlin’s statement to the ail- 
male jury would require several 
hours. He testified without the aid 
of other counsel. 

Tlie Government charges the 
Washington attorney knew of a 
false alibi Introduced in behalf of 
a client implicated in the Hyatts^ 
ville bank robbery of 1941. 

Mr. Laughlin began his stoiy by 
recounting the numerous legal 
steps talten late fft 1941 to bring 
about thd Release of his client, Hil- 
liard Sanders. . 

An |pmate of the P^d^al i*enl- 
tcntlary ’ at‘ ’Allanta. whff said he ' 
had been approached in an effort to, 
get him to sign a statement against 
Mr. Laughlin, told his story on the 
witneess stand today. 

jkiirifMf sentenced for 

violating the Dyer Act (transporting 
stolen automobiles), said he had a 
conversation with WUliam Leo 
Keefe, serving 20 years for his part 
in the Hyattsville bank robbery. 


Keefe, who testified as a Govern- 
ment witness in the trial here, alleg- 
® witness he hoped tc 

get his sentence reduced by signins 
a statment to “frame” Mr. Laughlin 
Names Carolina .Attorney. 
Patterson said Keefe told him he 
I had been approached by Maj. John 
Henderson. North Carolina attorney 
who sei-ved with #Mi*. Laughlin as a 
defense counsel in the trial of Keefe 
and Sanders for the robbeiy. 

Later, Patterson said, while he 
was at liberty on a conditional re- 
lease from Atlanta, he was sum- 
moned to Maj. Henderson’s home 
and asked to sign a prepared state- 
ment to the effect that he had over- 
heard Sanders telling Keefe that 
Mr. Laughlin “had framed an alib: 
for him in Florida.” 


The witness said he refused to 
sign the statement and was returned 
to Atlanta about a month later be- 
cause the authorities said he was 
“keeping bad company.” 

Bennett Denies Story.* 

Patterson testified that last spring, 
after a baseball game at the Atlanta 
prison, he saw Sanders talking to 
James V. Bemiett, director of the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons. Mi*. ' 
Bennett, who testified for the Gov- i 
emment yesterday after having 
first been called as a witness for 
Mr. Laughlin, denied he ever had 
talked to Sanders and said he had 
not been in Atlanta since last De- 
cember. 

Mr. Bennett spent an hour 
and a half on the witness stand 
late yesterday under question- 
ing both by Mr. Laughlin and 
United States District Attorney 
I Bernard J. Flynn. The Govern- 
ment official denied he had ever 
made any promises or threats to 
any one in an attempt to persuade! 
witnesses to testify against Mr 
Laughlin. 


I 


